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What’s in a Name? Hogue Hall

Herbert Glenn Hogue ultimately found his career close to home. Born in Ellensburg in 1891,
Hogue, usually called by his middle name, attended local public schools, including the
Washington State Normal School (now CWU) training school for fourth, fifth, and sixth grades.
“At that time the whole campus consisted of the lawn around the old administration building
(Barge Hall) plus 25 feet in back of the building,” he recalled in 1959. “All the land to the north
was covered with sagebrush.”
Following his graduation from Ellensburg High School, Hogue attended Willamette University in
Oregon for two year, where he studied for the ministry, then, after he enjoyed his teaching
classes more than his major, transferred to the Normal School where he earned his degree.
Hogue taught for several years, including a stint at Damman (a small school district in Kittitas
County) Kennewick, Thorp, and Ellensburg, he returned to college and completed the graduate
program in Industrial Arts at Washington State College in Pullman in 1927.
Two years later, he was hired to teach industrial arts at Central. During the next 32 years,
Hogue taught industrial art classes. He served as chair of the Fine Arts Department from 1933
to 1958, introducing a number of classes including pottery and photography.
He also was a long-time advisor on the production of the school’s yearbook, taking most of the
photos during that time). Hogue, in fact, was an avid photographer, especially of campus
athletic events. The university’s photo archives are filled with his images of student athletes
competing in tennis, football, basketball, golf, swimming, field hockey, soccer, and archery
during the 1930s and 40s.
Married in 1915 to Grace Prater Hogue, who was from a pioneering Kittitas County farming
family, Hogue was active in the community, including serving on the Ellensburg City Council.
In 1959, he retired but continued teaching as a professor emeritus for many more years. He
died on October 25, 1970, at the age of 79.
That same year, Central completed construction of the Hogue Technology Center, named in his
honor. The rectangular structure boasted a split-level structure (two stories on the north half
and three stories on the south half), built using a mid-century modern architectural design.
In 2012, Hogue Center was given a $47 million renovation that remodeled the original structure
to provide more square-footage, solar panels, and a renovated brick and precast concrete
exterior.

The revamped building also met the standards for Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Gold Certification, meaning it is a “green building,” that it is environmentally
sustainable.

